
It’s Easy to Prevent Stormwater Pollution 
Around Your Home
Make sure that anyone that does work around your house (landscapers, contractors, handymen) 
adhere to the same rules as well!

•  Sweep up all construction areas on a regular basis 
and dispose of debris in the trash.

•  Never use a hose to wash down the driveway or 
sidewalk.  Not only does this wash pollutants into 
storm drains, it’s a waste of water.

•  Don’t pour washwater or 
chemicals down stormdrains.

•  Store chemicals in leak proof 
containers inside a building or 
shed, or under cover.  Do not expose hazardous mate-
rials to rainwater.

•  Avoid oversalting walkways and driveways in the 
winter, and use non-toxic products whenever possible.

Washing Cars and Boats

•  Park your car or boat in a spot 
where the soap will run off onto 
grass, rather than into the street 
and down the storm drain.

•  If practical, park your car or boat on your lawn when 
washing it.

•  Use mild detergents, and never clean or pressure 
wash the undercarriage of a car at home.  The oil, 
grease and other pollutants from this activity can
contaminate shallow groundwater.

•  Always use a hose nozzle with 
a trigger, and shut it off when 
you’re not using it to conserve 
water

•  Skip the home treatment and 
wash your car professionally, but use a carwash that 
recycles its water!

Automotive Repair

•  Store automotive parts, such as 
batteries, engines, transmissions, 
and other parts that may have oily or 
greasy residue on them, under cover 
and off the ground, to minimize 

rainwater contact. Rainwater can wash pollutants off 
these parts and into stormdrains.

Swimming Pools and Hot Tubs

•  Never discharge pool water 
directly into a storm drain.

•  Dechlorinate pool, hot tub 
or spa water with neutralizing 
chemicals, if water is to be discharged into the ground.  

•  If water cannot be dechlorinated, the water must be 
collected by a pool maintenance company.

Pick-up After Your Pets

Pet waste carries high levels of harmful 
E. coli bacteria and other pathogens. Dog 
waste left on the lawn or sidewalk is a 
major contributor to local water pollution, 
plus it’s just nasty.

•  Always carry a plastic bag when you walk your dog, 
and dispose of pet waste in a trash can.

Lawn & Garden

•  Use lawn chemicals sparingly and 
sweep up any spills on paved areas.

•  Choose organic and phosphate-free 
fertilizers whenever possible, and never 
use more than the directions call for.

•  Don’t pile grass clippings, leaves or other yard waste 
in streams or wetlands.

•  Prevent yard waste from being 
washed into storm drains.

•  Ask your landscaper what they 
do with your yard waste.

•  Consider starting a compost pile.

•  Don’t allow irrigation to runoff onto pavement. Any 
water that ends up on the pavement contributes to pol-
luted runoff, and is wasted water.

•  Redirect downspouts away 
from pavement and onto grassy 
areas, where runoff from your 
roof can soak into the ground.

•  Use pervious materials in landscape designs. Bricks, 
pavers and stones allow water to slowly filter into the 
ground. Plus they look nice!

•  Set a rain barrel under your downspout 
to capture water for another use.

•  Plant rain gardens to help filter and soak 
up water before it runs onto the street.

Chemicals

•  Use the least toxic products available for all projects 
around your home.

•  Avoid spilling oil, gasoline, antifreeze, 
and paint on paved areas or onto the 
soil.

•  If a chemical spill occurs, clean with 
rags or absorbent material such as 
sand or kitty litter.  Sweep up absorbents and dispose 
of in the trash.

•  Collect all used oil, antifreeze, and other vehicle 
fluids in containers with tight fitting lids and recycle at 

a local service station.

•  Dispose of hazardous waste through 
the local Household Hazardous Waste 
Program.

Remember—Storm Drains Aren’t Trash Cans
Anything that gets dumped, thrown or washed into a storm drain
eventually gets discharged to a river, stream, pond, or wetland.
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Consider how your
actions impact
water quality.

The EPA estimates that stormwater 
runoff causes more than half of the 

pollution in our waterways.

If You See it,
Please Report it!
If you ever see anything suspicious

being poured or washed into a
stormdrain, please call your local Water 

Department or Conservation Agent.

For more information on how you can reduce stormwater 
pollution, please visit www.neponsetstormwater.org
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We’d all like for our water to be clean and healthy, but
unfortunately there are many factors that contribute to 
water pollution right in our own homes and neighborhoods.

How is Water Polluted in My Neighborhood?
There is a lot of pavement and impervious surfaces in 
our communities, and when rain water flows over land 
or hard surfaces and does not seep into the ground, it 
carries pollutants such as bacteria, nutrients, met-
als, and chemicals into local waterways, affecting the 
cleanliness and health of the water that we rely on for 
drinking and recreation.

We call this contaminated water, stormwater pollution.

Unfortunately, many chemicals that we use for lawn care, 
car care, and cleaning products, as well as contaminants 
from leaky dumpsters, dirty parking lots, and construc-
tion sites contain toxic chemicals that wash into our 
waterways and cause serious water quality issues.

The Environmental Protection Agency has determined 
that over half of the pollution in our water ways is 
caused by stormwater runoff, and they have set up 
guidelines for homeowners, businesses, property man-
agers, contractors, and industries to prevent it.

You can help to prevent stormwater pollution around 
your home by following the few simple guidelines listed 
in this brochure and by checking out our website:
www.neponsetstormwater.org

It’s also important to report any stormwater pollution 
that you see in your neighborhood to your local Depart-
ment of Public Works or Conservation Agent.

Stormwater pollution is a toxic mix of
bacteria, chemicals, metals, nutrients and other 
contaminants that wash off of impervious surfaces, 

down stormdrains, and into local waterways.

Stormwater 
Pollution

Prevention
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Learn more about preventing stormwater pollution:
www.neponsetstormwater.org

You can help to protect 
local waterways from 
contaminants by
eliminating practices
that contribute to
stormwater pollution.
Picking up after pets and 
disposing of waste in a 
trash can is a great start!

Common stormwater
pollutants include:

Antifreeze, Detergents,
Fertilizers, Gasoline, 

Household Chemicals, 
Motor Oil, Paints,

Pesticides, Pet Waste, 
Road Salt, Solvents,

Yard Waste

Many folks don’t make 
the connection that storm 
drains and waterways are 
connected.  Every time 
something gets washed 
down a stormdrain, it can 
affect the cleanliness and 
health of the water that 
we rely on for drinking 
and recreation.

Preventing storm
water pollution helps to 

keep our waterways clean 
for future generations.  

Consider your actions 
and do your part for 

clean water.
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Learn more by visiting www.neponsetstormwater.org

We’re working with your town to reduce stormwater pollution. 
  


