
Pick up After Your Dog to Keep Our Water Clean! 

Dog waste that is not disposed of properly is a major source of pollution for 
water quality and human health.

Dog waste is not just unpleasant, it carries high levels of harmful E. coli 
bacteria and other pathogens, such as the following:

• Campylobacteriosis: A bacterial infection that causes diarrhea in humans.

• Giardiasis: A protozoan infection of the small intestine that can cause
diarrhea, cramping, fatigue, and weight loss.

• Salmonellosis: Symptoms include fever, muscle aches, headache, vomiting, 
and diarrhea.

• Toxocariasis: An animal to human infection that is caused by roundworms 
found in the intestines of dogs. The parasite can cause vision loss, rash, fever 
or cough, and is a particular threat to children exposed to parasite eggs in 
sand and soil.

Let’s work together to keep our waterways clean!
www.neponsetstormwater.org

neponset
stormwater
partnership

Be sure to carry a plastic bag with you when you walk your dog, so that you can pick up the waste and dispose of it in a trash can.

Deliberately leaving pet waste on the ground is not only unpleasant and unhealthy, it is often punishable by fines.

Water gets polluted from the bacteria (including dog waste), chemicals, metals, nutrients and other contaminants that wash over land and 
pavement, then down stormdrains and into our waterways—affecting the cleanliness and health of the water that we rely on for drinking and 
recreation.  This polluted cocktail of contaminants is called stormwater runoff.
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